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We had a really strange start to our year. No dogs!!
For the first three months of the year we had no dogs in
the kennels. Admittedly we rehomed some dogs from
our register i.e. dogs in homes but needing a new one,
but it was eerily strange not having any dogs actually in
our care. Mind you with our cat situation at the time it
was probably just as well as the kennels became a cattery for a spell.
However, since April we have had a steady stream of
dogs and puppies, so we have been kept pretty busy, but
it’s been nice to see them all go off to good homes.
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A MESSAGE FROM JEAN,YOUR CHAIRPERSON

We have had a wonderful response from people offering
our semi-feral cats a home. It’s been a bit like Noah’s
Ark here as they have gone off two by two. Given that
these cats don’t want petting from humans, it’s nice to
let them go with one of their own that they have
chummed up with.
All these cats were with us for years with no chance of a
home, but that has all changed for them and it’s been so
wonderful to hear from their new owners that it has all

Over the years many people that the Charity comes into contact with stay in contact which is
greatly appreciated by us all. Sometimes the news we receive can be sad but nevertheless we
are grateful to hear from people.

The post on Facebook below from Charlotte Nicol high-

lights such a situation. A big thank you, Charlotte, from all at Argyll Animal Aid.
“In the summer of 2002 we collected a black male Labrador puppy from you and that was the start of our 13 year
love affair with our wonderful Monty. At 6 months we discovered he had hip dysplasia, under the care and guidance of our local vet the Small Animal Clinic at the Glasgow Vet School he went on to have an operation at 18
months. We were told that he would be lucky to live until 7, but made it to just a month short of his 13th birthday. Monty was put to sleep this morning at home still wagging his tail, we are heart broken but wouldn't have
missed a day of the last 13 years. I do wonder if any of the other dogs from that litter of 9 are still about, but just
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Thank you
As always we have a great many people who help in all sorts of ways that enable us to keep going to provide a
service that takes in and rehomes animals in need. These are just a few :
Aileen Miller being one who stepped in temporarily and took on the role of Interim Treasurer when Pat Howe
was unable to continue. Aileen did a grand job and took us up to our year end in April and a very big thank you
to her for all her hard work.
Sue Smith, a member of our committee, has offered to take on the role from her now and we are pleased to
welcome her as our new Treasurer.
Nicola MacLeod, who for many years has organised our final accounts and continues to do so, deserves a very big
thank you for her commitment to the Charity.
Wendy and Kirsty from Creature Comforts Pet Shop in Oban continue their unstinting support which we truly
value.
Sandra Galbraith in Dunoon, who continues to send all sorts of wonderful parcels up the road to us from our
friends in Dunoon. It takes many hours to collect and parcel these up, not to mention the time spent going round
the shops. Her commitment to the animals is fantastic.
Jill and Suzie who have done such a great job with our website and facebook.
Chrissie and Margaret from Daisy’s Den in Dunoon continue to send cheques to support our work for the animals
and this too, is greatly appreciated.
Dog Walkers who go out in all weathers with the dogs and, as it has been a particularly wet one this year so far,
need to know they are STARS!!
Park School in Oban has been very supportive of us this year, and the children deserve a very big thank you for
caring and for sending all sorts of goodies for the animals to enjoy.
Collecting Tins in Oban, the surrounding area, Dunoon and Mull continue to support us, and a big thank you to
the outlets that have them is well deserved.
Aldi , Lidl and Dunbeg Stores food bins are a great source of food for our animals. Thank you to all who put in
these bins. You have been incredibly generous and it is very much appreciated.
Pets at Home “Smile Campaign” allowed us in the store for a couple of fundraisers, and also donated £270.50
from the “Support Adoption” scheme. Thank you so much. We are also able to have use of their food donation
bin for six months of the year. Food donations for us can be left with Pets at Home staff the other six months of
the year, and they will keep them in their storeroom for us to collect.
There are so many more who have helped either with their time, goods or money. Too many to name and

CAN YOU HELP
We always greatly appreciate donations of the following;
Soft Cat beds (that can be machine washed). Clean blankets and towels
Food, treats and toys for both cats and dogs but food mainly for our cats.
Cat food dishes plus old newspapers are always welcome donations.
We also need items we can sell on our stalls such as bric-a-brac, books and unwanted gifts. Plus unopened bottles for our tombola stalls.
If you have any wool to spare we have several kind supporters who knit and crochet blankets for us
to sell or use for the animals in our care.
Please contact: Jean Tel: 01631 566406
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FUNDRAISING
Our fundraising started earlier this year with a Bric-a-brac Sale at the Congregational Church Hall in
Oban and was very successful. This was followed by the very worthwhile Pets at Home “Smile Campaign” two day indoor fundraising. Charities Day (dreadfully wet and windy one!) followed and despite
the weather was a great success. Thanks to all who

A lull in customers for both the Pets at Home Staff
and also for Argyll Animal Aid during one of our
fundraisers held in May.

Volunteers and visitors at our sale in March in
the Congregational Church Hall

supported us.

WE ALWAYS NEED, AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR HELP
CAN YOU SPARE US AN HOUR OR SO ON COLLECTING DAYS?
CAN YOU HELP TO RUN A STALL AT ANY OF THE EVENTS WE ATTEND?
CAN YOU THINK OF, AND RUN AN EVENT TO RAISE MUCH NEEDED FUNDS?
IF SO PLEASE CALL JEAN ON 01631 566406
THANK YOU

Next Fundraisers:-

Taynuilt Games

Saturday 18TH July 2015

Lorn Show

Saturday 1st August 2015

Street Collecting Day Saturday 22nd August
Christmas Fayre

Saturday 21st November

Please come along and have a chat and support us.
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WAGGY tAILS
These are some of the lucky dogs that we found homes for since the last newsletter.

KEIRA: In November of last year we had Keira in our care, an America Bulldog. She
had been brought to us by the Police as her owner was taken into custody. She was
signed over to us and became a bit of a favourite with Cheryl who, as well as being a
committee member, is a dog walker at the weekends. As time went on and Keira was
still with us on the run up to Christmas, Cheryl took pity on her and decided she
would take her home for the Christmas holidays rather than leave her in the kennel.
On the strict understanding that she couldn’t offer her a permanent home. Well, yes
you have probably guessed it didn’t quite work out like that. Keira wormed her way
into Cheryl’s household and is now a permanent member!

OSCAR: A lovely 18 month-old golden Labrador came to us because his family circumstances had changed and they were not able to give him the time he needed, being such a young dog. Oscar is a lovely boy with a super nature and used to children,
so we didn’t expect we would have difficulty in finding him a good home. We had a
huge response when his picture and details went on our facebook page. As you can
see he is a handsome boy. Lots of calls and after a little deliberation he went off to a
couple who already had a dog. Their dog fell in love with him and Oscar settled really
well. His new owners report that it’s as if he has always been with them and they are
delighted with him. His previous owners kept in touch and were so pleased that he
found a really good home, which helped them come to terms with having to let him
go. A success all round.
CHARLIE: We had a call from a distraught lady who was having to give up her 10 yearold Springer. She had tried to get round it by having Charlie at her elderly mother’s
house but it just wasn’t working. Anyone who has had a Springer will know that they
are incredibly energetic dogs and don’t seem to have any realisation of “getting on a
bit” in their makeup. Charlie was no exception even though he only had one eye due
to an earlier operation. Energetic and full of the joys was our Charlie boy. We all liked
Charlie at the kennels and the dog walkers who came to walk the dogs thought he was
great. We had a bit of a response given that he is a member of a very popular breed
but his age put some folk off. However, a local family who had a 9 year old working
spaniel and who had recently lost her companion dog came to see Charlie and decided
to give him a trial. Again as with Oscar they reported that it was as if he had always
been with them and their dog thought he was the “bees knees”! Love at first sight I
believe! Needless to say this has been a very successful homing and it’s so satisfying
when this happens.
GANNON: A Brittany Spaniel, a breed we had never had in before, came to us looking
for a home. He was only a year old and had been taken from a not very nice home by
a gentleman who couldn’t bring himself to leave him. The gent’s situation wasn’t
ideal in that he was infirm and unable to walk him with the result Gannon was, to say
the least, very overweight! One could even say obese! He was awful on the lead too,
pulling like a tank. However he had the saving grace of having a very nice nature and
that goes a long way to winning people over, not to mention that he looked “cute”. A
local couple came up to see him and started to come up regularly to take him out
and, although they knew he needed a fair bit of work and commitment, decided to
give him a trial. Gannon still has a ways to go but he is heading in the right direction.
He goes running three mile stints with his new master and as a result has lost 3kg to
date with another 3kg to go! He came up to board for a day and he looked great.
What a difference a sensible eating regime and exercise can make. If we had a
“slimmer of the year award” I think he would be our candidate!
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PATCH: A lovely natured Staffy Cross needed a new home. Only two- years- old and
with a super nature it wasn’t long before a couple from Oban took him home. He
has since been seen walking round the town and looking good. His new owner
brought us photos to see when we were fundraising at the Congregational Church
Hall earlier in the year and it was easy to see he was much loved. A cracking wee
dog.

JACK: A very handsome Collie was rehomed by us but unfortunately it didn’t work
out and he was very reluctantly returned to us. Sometimes with the best will in the
world it doesn’t work and you have to accept that and try again. Jack became a bit
of a favourite at the kennels. He was the type of dog you could swear was laughing
all the time. He just made you feel good looking at his obvious enjoyment of life.
His only problem is that he is particularly good at scenting deer which can be a
problem if he just takes off. His new owners are well aware of this and are trying
to keep on top of it. They had recently lost their old Collie and when they saw
Jack’s photo on our facebook page they couldn’t believe the resemblance. Even
Fiona, who used to board their old dog, kept getting Jack’s name mixed up because
of the likeness. When they did come to see him his great nature soon won them
over and off he went with them. Hopefully a permanent home for Jack second
time around.
DORA: A very pretty Dalmatian X Pointer came to us for rehoming. Also with her
was her daughter Jeannie. Dora was a wee bit anxious with a nervous bark. After a few days however she soon settled in although she obviously missed her
owner whom she had been with since a puppy. I often think it must be really
hard for these wee animals that come to us from loving homes and suddenly find
themselves in either kennels or cattery. Its amazing how they adapt and appreciate the attention we are able to give them either through Fiona’s daily administrations or the dedicated band of dog walkers who come regularly and administer hugs and walks. However nothing takes the place of a loving home of their
own and, fortunately, once we had Dora spayed she had a home to go to. A lady
with three daughters offered her a home and all being well this will work out for
Dora. She is a sweet wee girl and deserves a nice home.

JEANNIE: Dora’s daughter was a bit anxious, too, when they first came but soon
settled into our routine. She too was spayed by us. She is a bit of a mixture with
Dalmatian, Pointer and Collie and as a result is definitely unique. Again, like Dora,
a very nice natured girl full of the joys when out on her walks. She, too, has a
home to go to with four cats in it. She has got used to seeing our cats about and I
am hopeful that she will soon settle down with her new family.

TOBY: A lovely four-year-old red and white Collie ended up needing a home.
His owner was having to become a carer and knew she wouldn’t have the time
he needs. He was one of our register dogs, i.e. stayed in his home until the
right home came along. It was, therefore, really nice when a lady from Gigha,
who also had a dog, decided to give him an island home. All seems to be well
with him so far and hopefully a lovely life to follow on Gigha.
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Hmm, Life looks good in the outside world!!

LUSS AND HER PUPPIES:
We were asked to find homes for seven Skye Stumpy x
Border Collie Puppies. Stumpy Collies are an old breed
from Skye, and the Stumpy refers to their stumpy tail.

Trying for a mass breakout from the stables!!

The farmer who owned the pups was willing to let us have
their mum, Luss, as they were only 4 weeks old and still
being fed by her. What a joy it’s been. Luss is a lovely
gentle Collie that we all fell in love with. As for her puppies they are a grand bunch. Three girls and four boys,
full of mischief and it was great to see them gain weight
and grow in confidence. By 7 weeks we had them all
booked out to good homes as they stay with us until 8
weeks old. They have had lots of socialising as most of the
people boarding at Fiona’s have visited them in the stable
that they have been kept in. They have lots of room to
race around in and take full advantage of it. They also
love being out on the grass and are not beyond trying to
catch peacock tails, which are still attached to the peacocks! Hilarious or what. They went to their new homes
in June and will be sadly missed by us all.

Argyll Animal Aid. Rehoming Animals in Argyll and the Isles
tAILS BEtWEEN thEIR LEGS
SAMANTHA (SAM FOR SHORT): A really nice six-year-old German Shepherd
girl. We have had her spayed and she is fully vaccinated.
Unfortunately her elderly owner was unable to look after her due to ill health.
She is a very nice natured girl and loves people.
As this newsletter is being compiled the editor has been informed of the
following success story!
Sam has now found a loving new home and she has settled in really well. She
has been on some lovely long walks and is eating well.
Fantastic news

HAMISH: Is a three-year-old Collie who is still in his own home. His owner is
reluctantly having to rehome him due to family circumstances. He is a nice lad
and likes people and would make someone a lovely companion. He hasn’t
been in a home with children but older children would be fine.

That’s some of our doggy ‘tails’ to keep you up to speed with how we are getting on. Again with your support we
can continue to make a difference.
Your support really does go toward helping animals that really do need a second or sometimes third chance.
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NoSE thRouGh thE CAt FLAP
“TAILS UP”
Here are just a few of our semi-feral little friends who were rehomed as twosomes. You can see they are now super
wee cats and have at last been given the chance of a happy life.
PEACHES and TIBBY:
Now enjoying their cosy shed accommodation and, of course, coming and
going to their hearts content.

SOOTY and SWEEP:
Getting closer and closer to their new
owners daily……and enjoying their freedom.

MAISIE and JOEY:
They have ended up in the conservatory,
and not the barn, and are enjoying the
comforts of a home instead of the outside life – what a turnaround for them!!

TIGGER and FROSTY:
These wee guys are enjoying catching
mice in a big roomy barn, and loving the
countryside. Not only do they get their
food but a wee treat left for them every
night by their new owner.

MANGO and FLOSSIE:
They went off and were the last of our
ferals to find a home. They now have
their freedom and are wandering round
their farm and being fed …..sheer
heaven!!
Thank You. It’s been so satisfying to find homes for these types of cats where they can have their freedom as well
as a safe haven, and we can’t thank the people who offered a home to them enough.
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“EVEN MORE TAILS UP”

This is some of the pet cats we have rehomed, too. Although the new cattery is not finished, with a squash
and a squeeze we have managed to cope with rehoming current cats. This will all become so much easier
when the cattery is finished.
PEAKA:
This lovely boy came to us when his family had to move into town and he
needed a rural home. He was much loved and it was a sad time for them. He
became a bit of a favourite with us, too, as he was such a nice lad. The right
home presented itself for Peaka and he has settled in very well to his rural idyll
with his new family.

CHICO:
A youngster of 9 months, who needed a different home, came in to us and was
taken off home with a little girl who fell in love with him. Just what he needed
and no doubt they will be good friends as the years go on.

EBONY:
Poor Ebony, age unknown, had been in with us for a while and as much as we
knew he was a lovely natured cat, not to mention bonny, he just seemed to be
overlooked. However, his day eventually came and he found his own home and
garden. It’s so nice to see cats that have been overlooked find the right home at
long last.
TILLY:
As you can see from her picture, Tilly was a poor wee soul when she came to us.
She was straying in Barcaldine and a kind lady was concerned about her condition.
She had been trying to feed her, but had a Collie that was not too helpful with
cats! Tilly came on up to us and she was indeed in a state. She was skinny, had ear
mites which had caused a bad abcess to form from her scratching at her ear, and
had an old wound on her side. She was indeed in a bit of a state and seemed exhausted. After a visit to the Vet where she was given a course of antibiotics for a
couple of weeks, ear drops for her ears and the usual worm and flea treatment, she came back to a comfy heated
bed and some good food. She was such a gentle wee girl, loved being stroked and seemed really to be enjoying
all the comforts we were providing. When she came back to herself a bit, we took her in to be spayed and discovered that she was already spayed. This is always a problem with a female cat in that you cannot tell by looking
alone. Poor wee Tilly, she was going through the wars!
We thought we would advertise her on our facebook page as having been found in the Barcaldine area, without
much hope of hearing from anyone it must be said, but she had been spayed so had belonged to someone at
some time.
A couple from Benderloch turned up with photographs of their little lost cat. It was certainly our Tilly or Bonny as
she had been known. Her story was very sad. She is only about 18 months-old but at 6 months a neighbour had
reported her being taken by a fox. She was never seen again. That poor little cat had been fending for herself for
a year (and it showed).
Meanwhile the family had taken on a puppy in the intervening time and were wondering how Bonny would get
on with it. However, I am pleased to say that it all seems to be working out but we are still here in the wings
should we be needed. A really sad tale that has fortunately ended happily.
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“Tails Down”
There are always cats looking for homes and these are some of them currently with us. As always, we will do our
best for them and keep them safe until new homes can be found. Family circumstances are usually the reason
we get cats to find homes for.
YUMI:
(pronounced YOOMI)
A lovely friendly little girl,
spayed and looking for a
kind home. She is a
sweetie.

SUKI
(pronounced SOOKI)
She is the sister of Yumi and is
again a sweetie. Very friendly
wee girl who will make a lovely
companion.

SUSIE:
She has been with us for far too long. She is always overlooked and desperately needs a
home. She would love to have a garden to wander about in and needs to be number
one cat. She deserves it!

JESS:
Is only a year old and
spayed. She is desperate
to get out and about and
very frustrated being in
the cattery. A very bonny
girl who loves her toys.

NALLA:
A 10 year-old Bengal needs a
home that is rural and likes being an only cat. Very friendly.

Lets hope it won’t be too long until they are heading the next “Tails Up”.

Can you offer a home to a new family member ? If so please, please
think of Argyll Animal Aid and one of our little cats.
Thank you
Please remember, that at present the Oban Stores shown below, very kindly, have collecting bins in operation for food donations on behalf of Argyll Animal Aid.
By donating items, you will be making the many animals that pass through our doors very happy little
residents during the time they spend with us.
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thE NEW CAttERY WELL oN ItS WAY to CoMPLEtIoN

As you can see from the pictures the outside of the cattery is completed and the inside is now being worked
on. Paul has been working very hard to make sure that everything that is being built is exactly as we need it, and
there have been loads of discussions regarding the best way to do things to make for low maintenance and ease
of cleaning. As you will see below he is at the partitioning stage of the various pens and as this is done in steel
needs to be very precise. He is constructing all of this himself so it is quite a job. He has been helped in various
ways by Corine Allward, who has volunteered herself as an extra pair of hands. Paul and all of us are very grateful
for her help. It is a wee bit away from completion, but we are very confident that the finished product will exactly fit our needs, and be wonderful, not only for us, but for our feline contingent who will eventually reap the
benefits of such super accommodation.

Every large project of this kind always hires a Clerk-of-Works and Argyll Animal Aid is no exception. In our case
though we have a Cat-of-Works that goes by the name of Tika and is one of the family cats. She has taken to a
daily routine of going into the building and inspecting all the works being carried out. People who have met her
during these visits now know her to be a very lovable and knowledgeable little cat. What a character!
Even the “Cat-ofWorks” during hot
weather needs to
make sure the
humans have a
little cooling refreshment to keep
them going.

Tika, having
carried out a
safety check on
the tools being
used.

Thanks to all who support us in our work with the animals. We really need this support so that we can
continue to take in and give the dogs and cats the love and care they deserve, until we can rehome them to
suitable homes.
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Argyll Animal Aid Summer 2015 Appeal Donation Form
Lochandubh Kennels and Cattery, Achacha, Barcaldine, Argyll. PA37 1SF
I enclose my cheque for £………as a donation for the needy animals in
your care. Please make cheques payable to Argyll Animal Aid.
We are most grateful for your kind support
like us to acknowledge your donation with a

and please tick the box below if you would
receipt.
Thank You

NAME: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms……………………………………………………….
Address:……………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………...Postcode…………………
___________________________________________________________________________
GIFT AID. Give more at no extra cost to you.
The Gift Aid scheme means that we can reclaim the tax on any donations you make to us. This
would increase each donation providing you have paid sufficient UK tax to cover this amount.
To enable Argyll Animal Aid (Reg: Charity No: SC013211) to reclaim the tax on any donations you
make, please tick the box below to confirm you are a UK tax-payer, then date and sign where
shown.
Date:…..../……./………
Signature…………………….
__________________________________________________________________________
You may even wish to set up a regular Standing Order payment for which we will be extremely
grateful. If so, please complete the form below and send to the above address
___________________________________________________________________________
Standing Order instruction form
Customer Bank/ Building Society . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.
Details: Account Holder Name(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
.
Account Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sort Code . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ref. No. (your Surname & Initials) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amount of Payment . . . . . . . . .
.
When Paid ( Monthly/ Yearly) . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .Date/Day of Payment . . . . /… . . ./ …. . .
Date of first Payment . . . . ./ . . .. . ./. . . . . .
Please continue payments until further notice (tick) . . . . . . Or until (date) . . . . /. . . . / . . . .
Signature(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date . . . . . / . . . . . ./ . . . . .

Organisation: Argyll Animal Aid. Bank: Bank Of Scotland. Branch: Oban, Station Road, Oban.
PA34 4LL

To Pay: Account Name: Argyll Animal Aid. Account no: 00125392 Sort Code: 80-17-99
___________________________________________________________________________
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