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  ANIMAL CRACKERS 
  

Scottish Registered Charity SC013211 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
Registered Address:   
Lochandubh Kennels and Cattery,  
Achacha, Barcaldine, Argyll PA37 1SF 
  
Web address:  www.argyllanimalaid.org.uk 
  
Email: info@argyllanimalaid.org.uk 
  
Facebook Page 
  
Phone:  Jean 01631 566406  

 

Your Current Management Committee 
  

Jean Sutherland          (Chairperson) 
Angela Hughes           (Secretary) 
Sue Smith                   (Treasurer) 
Fiona Woodhouse      (Committee Member) 
John MacPherson       (Committee Member) 
Cheryl Burnett            (Committee Member) 
Sharon Sime               (Committee Member) 
Catherine Goodbrand (Committee Member) 

                                                 A MESAGE FROM JEAN,YOUR CHAIRPERSON 
  

We have had a busy Summer and it's still ongoing into Christmas.  However, we have had great help with 
volunteers coming forward to help out and it really has made a tremendous difference at all levels.  The dogs 
benefit from the various walkers who treat them kindly and walk them, regardless of the weather, to the cats, 
who not only get a good tidy out daily, but also get wee treats,  grooming and play which is so important to 
them. We really couldn't continue without this help and if the animals could cheer I am sure they would be 
saying “hip hip hooray” to them all! 
 
We have helped out with quite a few neutering and spaying operations of feral cats.  People have trapped 
them in their gardens and we have paid for the treatment.  Hopefully, it will help to reduce the number of 
kittens that seem to be popping up all over the place just now.  We are hoping to trap some at the Council 
Tip and again reduce the kitten population by a little.  It's a huge task but every little helps. 
 
Vet fees have been another area we have helped where people have asked.  Some animals have had  
accidents that have stressed the family budget and we have stepped in.  Spaying and neutering is expensive 
and some people just can't afford it so again, where we feel it's justified, we have helped. 
 
Fostering, too, is something we are hoping to help more with, but again will depend on what space we have 
available at the time. It's amazing how many people have animals that need looking after when something 
unexpected happens to them.  Very often family live a distance away or work all day so are unable to help 
out.  That's when fostering comes into its own. 
 
We could do with people willing to foster an animal, particularly kittens needing to be socialised.  It's good 
fun and very rewarding when you get the right response, and it's really nice to see them go to good homes. 
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A very big thank you to our supporters who donate on a monthly basis to our bank account.  This  
regular income is very much a lifeline for us, particularly as we can only continue through funding from 
donations and fundraising. 
 

There are also some people donating directly to our bank account, but as we don’t have a  
reference name for them we are unable to thank them, so I am doing that now. 
 

If you can spare £2 a month or a little more, we would be glad to add you to our list of supporters. Our 
bank details to set up a standing order are attached. 
 

Thanking anyone in advance if they feel they can spare a monthly amount for our funds. 
 

PLEASE WATCH OUT FOR MEMBERS OF THE TEAM WHO WILL BE COLLECTING FOR THE CHARITY 

ON SATURDAY 17th DECEMBER AT ALDI & LIDL STORES IN OBAN.  

Thank you 
 

Thank you to all who have donated to us throughout the year.  As always people have been very gener-
ous and we are most grateful. 
 

Collecting Cans are, as always, well supported in the Oban area, as well as Dunbeg, Taynuilt, Appin, 
Dunoon and Mull, and we must thank all who take part in this.  Not only the people who put into the 
cans but the shops that hold them and the staff who keep in touch.  You're all very much appreciated. 
 

 
 

                                                NOSE THROUGH THE CAT FLAP 
“TAILS UP” 
 

The year started reasonably well but as it has gone on we have become increasingly busy with lots of little 
four foots looking for homes.  Particularly kittens have been on our agenda since the beginning of  
October.  Not sure what the reason is but could be the mild weather encouraging thoughts of Spring!! 
They have certainly kept us on our toes between fostering and socialising in some cases, not to mention 
bottle feeding.  However, the upside is they have all turned out as healthy kittens and as long as we are 
able to find responsible homes that will have them spayed or neutered at six months we will have won!       

 
FLUFFY: Came to us from the same home as Billy  (see Tails Down), and he 
was eight.  He had a flea allergy and was covered in scabs under his fur, which 
fortunately responded to treatment and he soon became a very handsome 
boy with a nice shiny coat.  He was a lovely natured puss and a pleasure to 
look after.  An elderly lady in a lovely rural location had just lost her elderly 
cat so she was looking for a companion.  With a nice garden we thought this 
would suit our boy very well as he had never been outside having always 
been in a flat.  It's so good to rehome this type of cat to a nice home that will 
give them the chance to explore the big outdoors. Fluffy is doing very well 
and enjoying being spoilt. 

 

 

Four enterprising youngsters, Ella and Ruaridh Mackechnie 
and Ruby and Erin Blainey,  decided to help with feeding our 
animals, so they set up a stall on their drive and sold their 
toys, books and DVDs along with other wee bits and pieces 
and made the super sum of £23.  It's really so heart-warming 
to have this type of response from youngsters and we were 
all chuffed to bits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THREE MEMBERS OF THE TEAM 
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PIPPIN:  Sweet wee Pippin came to us because her owner had died and she had 
nowhere to go.  She had turned up as a wee stray five years previously and a 
lovely couple that I knew had taken her in and loved and looked after her.  A 
sweet wee cat her world fell apart when she lost them.  I am pleased to say that 
Pippin has found a new home with a lady who was happy to give her a home, as 
she had lost her elderly cat and was feeling the house very empty without a wee 
companion.  Can't help but think that Pippin was born under a lucky star. 

 

 
 
PATCH: Came to us as another wee cat who was kept as a house cat.  Her owner 
was having to go away more and more due to work commitments, so she was  
being left on her own for long periods.  Not a happy situation for her so she was 
rehomed by us to someone who wanted a companion and has settled very well. 
She has had the opportunity to go out but has decided to stay indoors.  Maybe as 
time goes on that will change, but at least she will have the choice. 

 

BOBBY AND MR T:  No doubt many of our readers 
and supporters will know these two tabby cats 
from Facebook and our web page.  They have been 
with us for years.  They became firm favourites at 
the Cattery and were lovely boys if a little timid of 
people they didn't know. Bobby had gone through 
a successful operation for ingrowing eyelashes and 
they had both had cat 'flu in their previous place. 
We didn't hold out much hope, although continued 
to try, for a home.  Hannah Morris, the  
photographer based on Mull, offered to come to 
the Cattery during the Summer to take pictures of 

the animals we had, in an effort to help us to show them to best advantage in order that we could find 
homes for them.  She was very professional and I was amazed at the speed she was able to photograph 
them and how easy she made it look. The pictures turned out great and we were very pleased when she 
downloaded to our Facebook page.  Bobby and Mr T were photographed by Hannah and she later got in 
touch to say that she would like to offer them both a home.  We were over the moon but I have to say I 
was a bit nervous thinking that they may not cope well with the change.  However, Hannah was deter-
mined to give them a chance, so she came and packed them into the car and off they went to Mull on the 
ferry.  They travelled well and she had cosy accommodation organised for them.  It seems as if from day 
one these boys knew they had landed on their paws.  They responded to Hannah's kindness almost  
immediately, and I am pleased to say that they go outside and are described by Hannah as “Absolute  
angels. They are politely tolerating all the other animals here, they go out to explore in the day and go into 
their bedroom at night. Everything has gone a million times better than I ever expected, they make me so 
happy” It's no exaggeration to say that this has been a totally unexpected result for Bobby and Mr T and 
much more than our wildest dreams for them......we are over the moon!!  Thank you Hannah, you are a 
star!! 

 

   CAN yoU offER A hoME To A NEw fAMILy MEMbER ? If So PLEASE,  
PLEASE  ThINK of  ARgyLL ANIMAL AId ANd oNE of oUR LITTLE CATS.     

                                    PhoNE JEAN   01631 566406     
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BOO: An elderly ginger lad found himself needing a home 
when his family decided to leave the UK and were unable 
to take him with them.  They were very sad to leave him 
behind and, fortunately, it wasn't too long before an  
elderly lady looking for a companion chose Boo.  He has 
settled in really well and has become a real friend for her. 

 

“TAILS DOWN” 
 

HONEY AND KITTENS: Honey was found wandering 
the streets by a young man coming home late one 
night.  She was heavily pregnant and followed him 
home.  Honey couldn't have picked a better person 
to follow as the whole family were animal lovers.  
They got in touch and brought her in to be looked 
after by us.  They get regular updates from us and 
have sent money to help with her upkeep.  As I 
said, a fortunate choice of helper for our Honey!  
 

Honey has since produced four lovely kittens, two 
little tortoiseshell girls, a ginger and white girl and one black and white boy.  She has proved herself as a 
super mum and we will look for a nice home for her once her kittens are weaned. Don't think we will have 
a problem there as she is just a youngster herself and not only pretty but a really nice natured puss. 
 

 
CHARLIE: Came to us when concerned neighbours who had been feeding 
him felt he needed a good home.  He is a super cat, very friendly but had 
been living rough and being fed by concerned people. The weather was 
starting to turn and they didn't like the thought of him being homeless. He 
is lovely but did rather smell as he hadn't been neutered.  We made this a 
priority and he is now able to look for that special home that will appreciate 
such a nice cat. 

 

 

JAMES: our lovely black and white “tubby” boy waited for the right home to come 
along.  He went off to a lady in Campbeltown who was looking for a companion.  
He had never been outside but with a nice garden to explore James has a new 
lease of life and hopefully all this exercise will keep him much fitter. 

 
PIPER: Came to us and ended up travelling to far off 
Rum to a family who were looking for a pet but also 
one who would help as a mouser.  Piper couldn't have 
gone to a more idyllic spot with lovely safe countryside 
to explore and enjoy.  A well travelled wee puss who 
has become an Island cat. 
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KITTENS: Where to start!!  Not sure whether it has been the warm 
weather over the Summer months but suddenly at the  
beginning of October we were inundated with them.  Four came 
from Lochgilphead, then six from Oban and another seven from 
Ledaig Caravan Park , two from Connel and, of course, Honey with 
four kittens.  All within the space of 10/14 days, quite a  
record for us. Believe it or not but, as I am writing this, I have just 
organised to bring in a mum with three five- day- old kittens to add 
to the melee. As you can see from the pictures, all very cute, and 
currently the homing situation is as follows: 

 

Two from Connel have gone together to a new home. 
 

Six from Oban have all gone to good homes 
 

Seven from Ledaig:  These wee kittens have needed to 
be socialised as their mum was a stray who, although 
friendly, kept her kittens well hidden until they were 
able to move about, with the result they were very shy 
of humans.  We have attempted to socialise them from 
the Cattery and from foster homes. They are coming along and hopefully will make nice pets. 

BILLY: Poor Billy  came to us morbidly obese.  He was the big-
gest cat we had ever seen weighing in at 13.7kg.  He had come 
into us having always lived In a flat for all of his six years.  We 
were a little concerned about him so had the Vet look him over 
to make sure he didn't have any underlying problems.  Fortu-
nately, the tests proved negative so we started to tackle this 
weighty problem!  We were only hoping that a Cattery situation 
would lend itself to a successful outcome given that he couldn't 
get out and about.   Billy went on a diet and I am pleased to say 
that he currently weighs in at 9.9kg.  He has done so well and is 

the happiest of cats.  Always enjoys being stroked and from day one has enjoyed being groomed.  I think 
that was because he couldn't groom himself as he wasn't able reach anywhere. He also has the loudest 
purr, just like an engine! The first time that Hilda, a super helper at the Cattery and particularly good with 
Billy, groomed him we could have knitted a jumper with the fur that came out! Life has improved for our 
Billy and we look forward to the day we can let you see a sylph-like handsome boy once more. 
 

Post Script on Billy 
 

Two days after writing this Billy started to show signs of not feeling too good. He wasn't interested in 
eating, even food he shouldn't have been getting, so he definitely had some sort of upset.  We left it till 
the next day in the hope he would perk up but he was vomiting bile so he was taken to our Vet.  They 
decided to put him on a drip and keep him overnight whilst giving him some medication that would 
make him feel his old self again.  Sadly, Billy passed away that night despite the Vet's best efforts.  It's 
thought that he may have developed pancreatitis or had blocked bile ducts.  His weight obviously had a 
bearing on his condition, so despite our best efforts poor Billy didn't make it. 
We are all desperately sad at this outcome as he had become a much loved cat who loved people and, 
despite his weight handicap, enjoyed his life.  We had such high hopes for him. 
 

Can anyone with an overweight cat or dog please stop and change their habits.  It's such a waste to lose 
a much loved friend when it could be so easily avoided with a sensible diet. 
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                               WE ALWAYS NEED, AND ARE GRATEFUL FOR HELP  
 

CAN YOU HELP TO RUN A STALL AT ANY OF THE EVENTS WE ATTEND OR 
CAN YOU THINK OF AND RUN AN EVENT TO RAISE MUCH NEEDED FUNDS?   
                          IF SO PLEASE CALL JEAN ON 01631 566406 

                                                    TAILS FROM THE KENNELS 
 

We have been busy but for a while there were no dogs in and we were wondering where they all were!  
However, as usual it was a case of feast or famine and both cats and dogs came tumbling in and before we 
knew it we were full!  Funny how that seems to happen but somehow or other we cope. 

“wAggy TAILS” 
DEXTER: A very handsome six-year-old Boxer came to us needing a 
new home.  His family were unable to take him with them to rented  
accommodation as they were only allowed one dog and they had three  
Boxers.  The young one they managed to rehome themselves and wanted 
to take their elderly Boxer so Dexter, being in the middle, came to us!  
He was a wee bit nervous as you would expect to start but soon proved to 
be a very nice dog.  Typical Boxer, a little exuberant when meeting  
people but otherwise a very nice boy. We were thrilled when a couple 
decided that he was the boy for them and all went well to start with. He 
presented no faults except when folk came to the house he was a bit too  
exuberant which proved to be a problem for the couple so he came back.      

However, our girls in the form of Cheryl and Sharon were determined to get this boy the right home and 
indeed they did!  Dexter has gone to a Boxer experienced home and not only that but to a girl Boxer of the 
same age.  Having come from a Boxer family he is settling in very well and we couldn't be more pleased. 

 

GUS: Came to us from the Isle of Skye -when his world fell apart.  His owner 
died and there was no family able to look after him.  It's always hard when 
you get an older dog to rehome and you can't help but feel sorry for them.  
He was a nice lad but was so sprightly that he belied his age!  This made it 
more difficult for us as usually with a twelve-year-old you could hope to  
rehome with an elderly retired person looking for a companion rather than 
mile long walks! However, luckily for Gus a lady who had previously rehomed 
two of our Collies over the years found herself without a dog and came to see 
Gus.  He has gone off with his tail wagging and we know that he will be much 
loved and that he has fallen on his paws! 

 

PENNY: A four-year-old Beardie Cross came to us.  She had been with a family 
from a puppy but they didn't have time for her any more. Always a bit of a 
sad situation.  She proved to be a super girl, not only very pretty but with a 
nature to match her looks.  She enjoyed her walks with all our volunteer  
walkers and got on fine with all our other dogs.  The perfect family for Penny  
arrived at the kennels.  This couple had three Beardies, two older ones  and a 
four-year-old.  They had recently lost their much loved fourth Beardie and 
when they saw Penny on our website they decided to come and see her. 
Needless to say they fell in love with her and off she went.  We have since 
been kept up-to-date with her progress and she really has settled in well.  She 
has even been off to Wales with her pack on holiday, and we have had some 
lovely pictures of her splashing about smiling in the sea!  A wonderful home 
for her and we are so pleased to see her settled so perfectly. 
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JET AND RUSTY:  Two seven-month-old Collie crosses came to us from a  
family whose dog had had a litter but they had kept these two.  Not a good 
idea as they were out a lot and pups need constant attention at that age  
otherwise you end up with real problems.  We 
offered to spay the bitch as well to save un-
wanted pups in the future.  These pups proved 
to be very nice and it wasn't long before two 
very nice homes came along.  One in the form 
of a lady who owned a pet shop and planned 
to take Jet (black one) to the shop with her.  I 

think you could say this would be doggy heaven, and was a great idea for  
continuing on his socialisation.  Jet, needless to say, settled into this lifestyle 
very well!  Rusty went to a young man who worked at a kennels, and Rusty 
goes to work with him every day.  Plenty of exercise and, again, socialising with 
all sorts of dogs has meant that Rusty has a very full day and an owner who 
loves having him as his constant companion. 

 

JET 

 

RUSTY 

WINSTON: A very handsome Staffy Cross came to us.  He had been advertised on  
Gumtreee (a dreadful situation for animals as they can be bought by very unsuitable 
people) and he had ended up with a young man who couldn't look after him.  Winston 
had some issues with just some dogs and we had him neutered. Then he real job of  
giving him a little structure and training to his life began.  He was a vtery nice dog and 
all the volunteers enjoyed taking him for walks.  Steve, one of our volunteers, took 
Winston under his wing and spent a lot of time with him.  Steve brought Winston to our  
fundraising tent at The Taynuilt Games and this proved to us that he was a good dog.  
He socialised well with people who came to say hello and walked round the field with 
no attempt to argue with any dogs.  In fact he was the  
perfect gent.  From then on we advertised him on our FB 
page and it wasn't long before a couple who have always 

had Staffies came along to see him and, of course, fell in love with him.  He has  
settled in extremely well with them and they are continuing on with his training 
and he is responding brilliantly.  Winston is much loved by his new owners and 
we are very grateful that he has found such a loving home as he really deserves 
it. Proof that Staffordshire Bull Terriers, when homed to good responsible 
homes, are one of the nicest breeds and that their problem is being owned by 
completely unsuitable people. 

 

WINSTON AT HIS NEW HOME 

MILO: A very bonny four-year-old Jack Russell dog came to us when his Polish 
family decided to return to Poland.  He had been brought up with them from a 
puppy and was a very nice dog.  Small dogs tend to go quickly so it wasn't long 
before we had a few folk interested in him.  He went to a lady who used to help 
us with fundraising way back in our early days.  She had recently lost her old Jack 
Russell and was feeling the house lonely without a wee dog.  Milo went off and 
has become a great hit with her grandchildren who are in and out all the time.  
He loves the attention and can be seen walking smartly through the town or  

waiting for his new mistress outside shops, and he always has a waggy tail meeting people.  A happy  
outcome for this wee chap. 
 

JOCK: Another wee Jack Russell came to us in need of a new home.  He was a lovely wee lad and soon found 
his forever home.  In fact he found his new home so quickly that we never even had a chance to take his  
photograph, a really lucky little fellow. 
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 “TAILS bETwEEN LEgS” 
 

BRODIE: Is a Beagle Cross Jack Russell.  He is a handsome youngster of nine months 
who came from Skye.  His owner couldn't cope with him and he was being left for 
hours when she went to work.  Not a happy place for a young dog who always 
needs someone about for those crucial early months.  He has the handicap of his 
breeding, too, in that he is a hound and therefore not always going to be reliable if 
he gets a scent and runs after it. However, with the right handling Brodie is proving 
an intelligent wee dog and responding well to training.  We are hopeful that the 
right person will come along for him as he really is a nice chap. 

OLLIE: A Collie cross Jack Russell was a different kettle of fish.  He 
was incredibly hyper and really a bit off the wall. He obviously 
needed to go to people who would be prepared to work with him 
and, thankfully for Ollie, such a family came calling.  This couple had 
rehomed from us before so we knew they were sensible and would 
give Ollie the time and effort he needed.  This has indeed worked 
out and Ollie has settled in well. 

 

FOSTERING: 
 

ZOSS: A wee Jack Russell and a much loved companion of an elderly gentleman 
came to us to be looked after.  Unfortunately, his owner had had a fall and ended 
up in hospital so Zoss needed us to step in and take care of him.  He enjoyed his 
walks with us but he was more than delighted to go back home when all was well 
again.   
 

We are hoping to be able to help out in this way in the future as there is no other 
organisation close by that can foster in an emergency situation.  Again it will  
depend on our situation at the time but we will try to help. 

 

 

CHANCE : Is a year-old Beardie cross Collie who came to us from a farm.  He was brought up with children 
and is great with them and other dogs but no good with sheep.  He simply doesn't see the point of rounding 
them up!  Working farms don't keep pet Collies so they asked us to find him a nice home.  He is a delightful 
chap and we have two homes interested in him so we're hopeful that he won't be with us for too much 
longer. 
 

We have two dog Collies coming in from the Dog Warden.  They were abandoned and in a dreadful 
state so we have agreed to take them on.  It's a dreadful thing to see such abuse to two dogs and we are 
just glad we can help them and, hopefully, find loving homes for them. 
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  Argyll Animal Aid Christmas Appeal Donation Form 

                              

   Lochandubh Kennels and Cattery, Achacha, Barcaldine, Argyll. PA37 1SF 
 

       I enclose my cheque for £………as a donation for the needy animals in  
       your care.   Please make cheques payable to Argyll Animal Aid. 
 

We are most grateful for your kind support and please tick the box below if you would like us to 
acknowledge your donation with a receipt.                
                                                                                 Thank You                   
 
NAME:  Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms………………………………………………………. 
 
Address:…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………...Postcode…………………  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIFT AID.  Give more at no extra cost to you.  
The Gift Aid scheme means that we can reclaim the tax on any donations you make to us. This 
would increase each donation providing you have paid sufficient UK tax to cover this amount. 
To enable Argyll Animal Aid (Reg: Charity No: SC013211) to reclaim the tax on any donations you 
make, please tick the box below to confirm you are a UK tax-payer, then date and sign where 
shown.           
                                                       
                              Date:…......./……./………                   Signature…………………….      
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

You may even wish to set up a regular Standing Order payment for which we will be extremely 
grateful.  If so, please complete the form below and send to the above address      
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Standing Order instruction form 
 

Customer  Bank/ Building Society . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. 
Details:  Account Holder Name(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 
.  
Account Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sort Code . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Ref. No.  (your Surname & Initials) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amount of Payment . . . . . . . . . 
.  
When Paid ( Monthly/ Yearly) . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .Date/Day of Payment . . . . /… . . ./ …. . .  
 
Date of first Payment  . . . . ./ . . .. . ./. . . . . .  
 
Please continue payments until further notice (tick) . . . . . . Or until (date) . . . . /. . . . / . . . . 
 
Signature(s) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Date . . . . . / . . . . . ./ . . . . .  
 

Organisation:  Argyll Animal Aid. Bank: Bank Of Scotland.  Branch: Oban, Station Road, Oban.  
                          PA34 4LL 
To Pay:  Account Name: Argyll Animal Aid.  Account no: 00125392  Sort Code: 80-17-99 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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